
2019  

 

  

Nature 

Education is 

good for us 
#naturafacebine 

 

SCHUBZ - Educational Centre for 

Sustainable Development 
ROMANIA 



2019 – A year full of experiences at  SCHUBZ   

6000 children, 20 types of educational 

programmes, 6 kids clubs 

 

"At SCHUBZ I learned that they are all different and all 
have their purpose in life. Every plant has its role."  As 
the children from  the Seeds of Science Club told us, this 
year we have followed our own purpose, we have 
continued to explore nature and the relationship that 
people have with it, and we have opened our doors, 
garden and hearts to those who seek new ways to learn 
and enjoy life. Together with a growing network of 
partners from Romania and Germany, supported by 
donors from the community and beyond, we have 
created new educational programs, we have diversified 
the activities offered to children of all ages and we have 
accompanied each of them in discovering their unique 
gifts. We have all been inspired by nature and supported 
learning through various means - exploration, music, 
theatre, painting, laboratory experiments, gardening - to 
facilitate the development of children in the spirit of 
harmony and responsibility for life, each in its own role.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Donors 

 Rasnov Municipality, Brasov County Council, Brasov Community 

Foundation, DBU, BINGO Foundation, Ministry of Environment from Lower 

Saxony 

                

 

         

 
  

 

 

  



 

Education in the community 

 

 Schubz thematic events 

More than 2200 children from all the schools in Rasnov participated free of charge 

during 2019 in education for sustainable development programmes offered by the Schubz 

Center, with the support of Râșnov Municipality. Through the Thematic Events program, teachers 

had the opportunity to choose from 20 types of workshops on offer from the 

centre. The content of these activities start from the school curricula and deepen or complete 

the topics studied in the classroom through experiential and integrative workshops. 

  

We took the children and the teachers out of the classrooms and challenged them to learning 

through discovery, play, experiment, inner reflection. Children were fully happy to discover 



nature near their  house, to investigate what forms of life live in the river in their city, to measure 

the quality of the water in the river using chemical reagents, to see for themselves how energy 

is produced using the force of water, wind, or sunlight. In more than 200 hours, children 

have learned to ask, to observe, to collaborate, to connect with nature in order to explore and 

explain various aspects of their daily lives or those studied at school. For the children of School 

no 1 we had, for the first time an offer adapted to their specific needs, established after 

consultation with the school management. We have developed a structure of personal 

development workshops and team games that, based on themes inspired by nature and 

elements of musical expression, have set out to harmonize and improve the group dynamics in 

classes. 

 

 

 



 Kids Festival - Jocmania, 10th edition  

Eight days of play, cheerfulness, shows, workshops, nice time spent together, friends and 

tasteful holiday activities. More than a week (16-23 June) in which the main rule was playing 

and having fun.   

We know that playing is the childhood wisdom. Playing creates the ground where the educational 

act happens naturally, spontaneously. Through the 16 types of workshops offered during 

Jocmania, we set out to make space for holiday time  beautifully spent, to encourage children to 

discover a hobby, to practice collaboration and communication, to live the joy of creativity, to 

train the muscles of imagination and freedom, to approach nature, to gain confidence in them. 

So much more to be discovered in over 50 activities, amounting to over 100 hours 
of play from morning to evening. 

.  

All workshops were free, organized primarily for  the children of Rasnov, but also for  the children 

of tourists on  holidays  in the area. 



Every afternoon was crowded at Jocmania, with so many exciting workshops such as Playing in  

the Kitchen, Musical Travels, Comics and Cartoons, Games and Toys of Wood, Origami, 

Decorations made of  Recyclable Materials, Artistic Letters and Post Cards. Also in the morning 

children had a hard time deciding between Hiking in Nature, WildLife Club, Creative Recycling, 

Creative Outdoor Games, Historical Re-enactment , Traditional Bread Workshop, Toy Fair. The 

programme has been designed to address several age groups, covering the range of 4-14 

years. Festival evenings were dedicated to film and theatre: 1 450 children joined 

in the Amza Pellea Cinema to participate in one of the more than 25 screenings and 

performances. 

The traditional Comics section of the Jocmania festival included this year a premiere for the comic 

book events in the country, and a public comics show designed by Mihai I. Grăjdeanu 

exclusively for children. Pupils from the three schools in Râșnov were invited to enrol. The best 

artists were awarded. The celebration took place in the center of the town, where an exhibition 

of the best drawings was organized: the JOCMANIA X comic books show. The 

theme of the contest: "The city of Rasnov – people, places, history and legends". 

A team from Radio Romania Cultural was present in Rasniv during Jocmania and 

made two live broadcasts of the show ("Cu... minte de weekend") dedicated to the festival and 

covering the activities of the Schubz centre, with a presentation of the city of Rasnov from a 

touristic and cultural point of view. During the same period, at School No. 3, the Radio Romania 

Cultural team also produced the show "Cine știe câștigă". 

 



 The Memory of Our Town Project  

In 2019 we wanted to take out of the drawers the memories of the town of Râșnov  and show 

them to the inhabitants, but also to the tourists. So we chose two important periods in the 

history of Râșnov: the 19th century -middle of the 20th century and the period 1945-

1989. For each of these two periods, a series of activities were conceived that extracted from the 

collective memory information, memories and stories / legends that, through printed materials 

and urban furniture, are rendered to the entire community and to the tourists. 320 pupils 

from the schools in Râșnov were involved in the project, creating a connection between 

generations of town inhabitants. 

With the help of specialists and 

students, we collected dozens of 

photos and information that we 

included in the following materials: 

the brochure "Places of 

stories in Rasnov", the 

interactive installation "Memories 

from the Golden Age in Rasnov" 

mounted in the center of the town. 

There were also 11 

Romanian film screenings at the Amza Pellea cinema, which treated in a more 

detached way subjects from the mentioned period (ex: It was or it was not, Memories from the 

Golden Age, etc.). 

This project provided an opening for the community in Râșnov regarding the material and 

immaterial cultural values that the citizens of the city actually posess. As a continuity, we want 

to deepen the actions started in this project and, during the next 10 years, have a much better 

capitalized heritage of the city. We also consider that it is an opportunity to propose to the 

Râșnov Municipality to change the names of certain streets, so that they reflect the local values 

identified in this project. All the materials that have been collected as elements will be included 

in a collection that will be the basis for the creation of a Museum of Râșnov City.  

 



 

 The Voyage of Water – meetings with plants, animals, 

humans and other magic substances 

This project, financed by the Brașov Community Foundation through the Științescu FUND, 

represented a journey of the students of school no. 3 from Râșnov in the world of waters, 

starting from the need to connect the inhabitants of the city with the Ghimbășel River that 

crosses it. 

 

Through the project activities, the 350 pupils scientifically understood what an aquatic 

ecosystem means, what are the sources of pollution and how these substances are detected by 

laboratory analysis. They also appreciated the valuable work of the team from  the water 

treatment plant in Brașov, developed project proposals for the future of their river and especially 

realized that they too are an important component of this social ecosystem and that their actions 

and projects can contribute to solving the current problems. The possibility to understand the 

scientific part through art and the ability to express themselves was very easily acquired by the 

children who participated in the Theater Club, which prepared a special play within the project. 

The play WATER, with an original screenplay inspired by children's stories, was presented during 

the debate "Water in our lives – Ghimbasel river in the future" organized on February 27, 2019 

at the Amza Pellea Cinema. 



The program of the debate included the 
presentation of the ideas and visions of three 
groups of children from School no. 3 on how 
the Ghimbasel River could be made friendlier 
and more integrated in the community.  
Children, parents and teachers from schools in 
the city participated in the debate, along with 
the mayor and deputy mayor of Rasnov, who 
expressed the position and efforts of the 
authorities to have a cleaner and friendlier 
river in the future.  

 

 Music for children and teachers  

30 teachers, and educators from Râșnov and Brașov participated in a workshop held by 

Ioana Damian Bitere and hosted by Peter Thal Secondary School. Ioana is a soprano and teaches 

music education to children, using alternative methods.  

After guiding and inspiring the children's activities at the Music Club of the SCHUBZ Center, Ioana  

shared her methods and 

discoveries with the 

interested teachers. The 

workshop was based on 

experimenting with 

simple tools and 

materials, following the 

Dalcroze method, 

which offers an approach 

that connects the 

kinesthetic sense and the 

musical sense. So the 

participating teachers 

danced, proposed 

movements and 

performed them through play and sounds, combined instruments with voice and discussed the 

challenges of music education in the school curricula. In the end, everyone took home a source 

of inspiration for the class activities.  



For the children, the meeting with the music came in the form of a bimonthly club where they 

discovered the joy of singing. The group of 15 young children made musical trips to the most 

diverse cultural spaces. They used the rhythm, pitch and duration of sounds to communicate and 

play. They created music by voice and with the help of wind, strings and percussion instruments. 

They discovered the basics of music in a free and attractive way. 

SCHUBZ CLUBS  

 Seeds of Science Club  

 During 20 workshops, in addition to specific gardening activities, we conducted 

experiments in the field of natural sciences on topics included in the curiculla for  grades III-IV-V. 

The experiments responded to children's curiosity about how plants breathe, how they 

feed, how they communicate, how nature "recycles", about the whole universe hiden in a handful 

of earth. During the weekly meetings we set out to get to know microorganisms, to 

observe life cycles, processes, and to leave room for other investigations of the natural 

environment, depending on the questions and curiosities that arose along the way from children. 

The gardening part is valuable through interdisciplinarity, but especially through the application 

of permaculture principles. 

From nature we learn to use and appreciate diversity, to respond creatively to change, to share 

equitably. Caring for plants, from the seed stage, cultivates responsibility, patience, curiosity; 

designing a garden 

trains imagination and 

creativity, and team 

gardening encourages 

collaboration and 

develops problem-

solving skills. Project 

funded through  

Stiințescu 

Fund - Brașov.  



 WildLife Club  
 

17 pupils from the 

Rasnov Technological High 

School participated twice a 

month in meetings and 

thematic activities related to 

the subject of conservation 

of large carnivores in 

Romania, within the EDU 

WildLife project in 

which the SCHUBZ Center 

was a partner. Thus, 

together with children and 

young people from 9 

other wildlife 

clubs in the 

country, they explored 

the advantages and 

disadvantages that a 

community can feel living in 

the vicinity of bears, wolves 

and lynx habitats, as is the 

case of Râșnov. The young people went on hikes to discover traces or other signs of the presence 

of the species, had meetings with experts in the field, sought information about the distribution 

of these species in Europe and learned about their role in the ecosystem. Guided by the club 

coordinator Ioana Vașoti, the students also created a questionnaire for their colleagues and 

families, through which they tried to find out their opinions about large carnivores. Their 

experiences were communicated to students and teachers in Germany through the EduWildlife 

online platform.  



 Amza Pellea 

Theatre Club 
The theater club grew nicely in 2019, under 
the coordination of the beloved teacher 
Cristina Voicu. The troupe of 10-15 children 

staged 3 plays that aimed to find an 

artistic expression for the themes 
addressed in the projects of the Schubz 
Center, in order to invite as many people 
from the community as possible to 
reflection and action. In February it was 
about water and its mirroring in the eyes of 
children and had among the audience 
representatives of local authorities. In June 
and July there were several performances 
with a commedia dell’arte long applauded 
by the participants at Jocmania and the Film 
and Histories Festival. In September-
December, they staged a play about large 
carnivores, with an original script, created 
by the group of children, at the end of the 
Edu-Wildlife project. The club's stake is not 

to grow actors, but to guide 
children in self-discovery, personal 

development, communication and 
exploration of emotions. 

 

 

Comics Club  

The Comics Club is the first club created at the Schubz Center and has gathered around it talented 

children whose works have participated in national exhibitions. Other creations have been 

published in catalogs and journals. Founded in 2015, the club has grown from year to year giving 

children who love comics the opportunity to express their creativity through this called the  9th 

art. During the comic classes, the author Mihai I. Grăjdeanu invited pupils to the world of comics 

where they discovered what a comic is, who invented this art and what was the first comic in the 

world, followed by a presentation of its evolution ever since. Students learned the first steps 



needed to make a comic book page. From the pencil sketch, to the final line and color, the 

participants in the comic class made several kinds of comics by combining the drawing as 

correctly as possible with the story (text). The children practiced the classic techniques of creating 

characters and different types of frames as well as notions of perspective, along with some tips 

on how to write a comic book script. In addition to the drawing itself, the children learned to 

create stories and characters that might come to life in feature films in the future.

 

At the end of the comics class, each child made their own story or comic book magazine! All 

participants in these classes received free of charge "My comic book" - a workbook made by the 

author Mihai I. Grăjdeanu. 

 From Idea to Color 

The plastic creation club began its journey in the world of colors in the fall of 2019, by 

collaborating with Mircea Sevastru, an artist from Râșnov. Every Tuesday afternoon, the children 

met famous painters by studying representative works from the history of  art. From one meeting 

to another they gained the confidence to express themselves in their own rhythm and style using 

collage, drawing, painting and exploring various techniques: pencil, pastel, gouache, crayons, 

acrylics. 

 



WILDLIFE CLUB RO  - The EDUWILDLIFE Network in Romania   

Started in 2017, the EduWildlife project was initiated by SCHUBZ Luneburg 

Environmental Education Centre from Germany, our partner and mentor.  

The project developed into  a broad collaboration of 19 partners from Germany 

and Romania, education centers, non-governmental organizations, universities, nature 

protected areas administrations, who have networked to develop new educational programs to 

support coexistence of people and large carnivores species protected at 

European level - the bear, the wolf and the lynx. The team of the SCHUBZ Center coordinated the 

activities in Romania carried out during 2017-2019, contributed to the creation and adaptation 

of the programs from the two educational  kits developed and enjoyed together with the children 

the games, debates and experiences offered by these programs. 

.  

In 2019 we carried out educational activities about large carnivores with over 300 

children from schools in Râșnov, Brașov, Lerești and Sânpetru. We also completed the 

Romanian version of the online learning platform - Massive Open Online 

Course - EduWildlife, where teachers and educators can find modules on education 

for sustainable development, animated explanatory videos, case studies and examples that can 

be used in class or in or in extracurricular activities. After facilitating the experiences of the 

students from the Wilderness Club from SCHUBZ during the school year, during the holidays we 

organized the meeting of the representatives of the 10 clubs from the country. 



Children and nature educators from Hațeg, Brașov, Săvârșin, Biliești, Sânpetru, Zărnești, 

Mercheașa, Prejmer met in Râșnov to share their experiences and knowledge gathered 

throughout the school year. Scripts, poems and messages were written about life in the vicinity 

of large carnivores territories. The children prepared to take the message from Romania to their 

colleagues in Germany.In September we participated with this team of students and teachers at 

the Conference Living with wolf, bear and lynx, 

 

from Loccum, Germany. Here the children learned about the problems faced by schools and 

communities where wolves are returning in increasing numbers, after 200 years of disappearance 

from the country's landscape. The teams of the clubs presented their activities and the areas 

where they come from and staged a small performance, created by children, through which they 

sent an encouraging message, of peaceful coexistence of man and wild animals. 

The Romanian partners of the EduWildlife project were: the Association for the Conservation of 

Biological Diversity ACDB, the Piatra Craiului National Park Administration, the ProPark 

Foundation for Protected Areas, the Romanian Wildlife Society and the Zarand Association.  

Școala Altfel with SCHUBZ  

As every year, in 2019 we received and paid visits, with the SCHUBZ team and our workshops, to 

the schools in Brașov County, within the activities organized during the Scoala Altfel  weeks. 

The most loved workshops were the ones to discover nature, which we did both in 

forests, on hiking trails or in the  green spaces which could be found in the city, near the school. 



 

Events hosted by SCHUBZ 

Râșnov Film and Histories Festival - SCHUBZ Center was again the focal point for 

organizing events and interacting with the 250 participants from different fields of art 

and culture, students, master students, high school students, part of the festival audience. 

Exciting debates on history, education, economics, art, heritage were organized in collaboration 

with Peter Thal High School and involved visitors as well as the community. 

English for the Community - In this project of the British Council in Romania, 47 

teachers and librarians from all over the country met in Râșnov to share experiences and 

learn about new methods for capturing children's interest, as well as to offer mutual support in 

learning process.  

Cooperative Leadership - The Foundation for Civil Society Development organized a 

meeting at the SCHUBZ Center for 21 Romanian farmers who discussed the 

advantages and opportunities of association in their business, as well as the challenges of 

applying the principles of sustainable development in their work. 



 

 

Educational Workshops in the 2019 SCHUBZ Offer   
 

 

 

 Energy Lab 

 The living world – from nature into 

the Lab 

 Discover the Forest with all your 

senses 

 The forest near your house 

 What is the magic of Water? 

  Discover your river! 

 Water in our lives - Ghimbășel 

River from Râșnov 

 Water quality in our lives (chemical 

experiments) 

 Responsible consumption 

 The power of recycling 

 Creative Recycling 

 

 

 

 Experiments in the Garden 

 Aromatic plants - from Seeds 

into the kitchen 

 About large carnivores in Europe 

and Romania 

 Large Carnivores - scenarios 

for the future 

 Wolves - from stories to Science 

  What would it be like to be 

Birds? 

  What is a nature protected area- 

Piatra Craiului National Park 

  Historical Re-enactment 

 Comics



 

Resources 
 

 

In 2019 we attracted financial resources of 64,374 euros from projects and partnerships that 
supported the activity of the center, salaries and fees of the facilitators for the workshops with 
children, educational materials, rent and utilities, the creation of new workshops and their 
presentation in schools. 

In 2019, a large team contributed to the educational programmes of SCHUBZ Romania: 

 Ioana Damian Bitere  
 Dragos Bucurescu 
 Mădălina Corina Diaconu 
 Mihai Ionuț Dragomir 
 Florentina Florescu 
 Horia Gheța 
 Mihai Ionuț Grăjdeanu 
 Andrei Giurgiu 
 Emanuel Giurgiu  
 Iulia Hermeneanu  
 Bogdan Ionescu 
 Nicoleta Ionescu 
 Mihaela Melinte  
 Cristina Petric 

44000

10416

8958

1000

Buget 2019

DBU German Federal

Environmental

Foundation

Brasov County Council

Rasnov Municipality

Stiintescu Fund



 Daniel Secărescu 
 Mircea Sevastru 
 Luminița Tănasie 
 Cristina si Viorel Tieran 
 Ioana Vașoti 
 Cristina Voicu 

Photographers: Daniel Secărescu, Mihai Dragomir, Florentina Florescu, Ioana Vașoti, Mădălina 
Corina Diaconu, Centrul Schubz.  

 

 

 

You can discover more on our internet pages 
www.schubz.ro  

https://www.facebook.com/schubz.rasnov/  

SCHUBZ România - Centrul de Educaţie Râsnov, Strada I.L. Caragiale nr 7, Râşnov, Judet Braşov, România,5400. 

Tel: 0727 642 858 

http://www.schubz.ro/
https://www.facebook.com/schubz.rasnov/

