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ACTION AND CONNECTION 
Education for sustainable development every day 

SCHUBZ România is an initiative of SCHUBZ Lüneburg from Germany and 

Mioritics Association from Romania. SCHUBZ Educational Centre opened 

for public in October 2016. It aims to raise the interest and enthus iasm of 

people for nature, from local to global level, as well as their capacity to 

act for its protection. Here children of different ages, accompanied by 

their teachers and educators, explore nature and learn to live sustainably 

through activities of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD).  

 
 
,, The activities developed in the framework of the cooperation with SCHUBZ Centre 
generated enthusiasm, were nice and motivating for the children. They acquired 
information and abilities in conditions of maximum freedom of expression, playing 
games and making experiments. The joy to discover new things and to develop was the 
highlight of these non-formal education activities, which complemented the theoretical 
knowledge from school. 
  We are gratefull and are looking forward to future cooperation! “ 

Director School  no.3 Râșnov, professor  Cheţe Maria Oana" 
 

                     



ACTION AND CONNECTION 

Page 2 

 

 
 

In 2018 we tried to put more value in the Râșnov community the SCHUBZ belongs to. 

At the same time, we used all the opportunities to learn and to teach forwards using 

our experience and our instruments, so that the joy to connect with nature is shared by 

more children and educators. This is where we all can find our inspiration to live and 

act for a more balanced society on planet Earth, each one at his/her level.  

The activity of the SCHUBZ Centre was supported by: 
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The Thematic Weeks – a partnership for the Râșnov Schools  

For the third consecutive year, the SCHUBZ Center and Rasnov City Hall offered students and 
teachers from schools in the city the opportunity to experience free education workshops for 
sustainable development supported by a diverse team of educators and collaborators. Thus the 
activities were carried out within the following themes: Water, Energy, Forest, Protected 
Areas, Recycling, Aromatic Plants, Large Carnivores, Professions and held both during school 
hours  and in the afternoons. 

 

The tools and methods used included: games, laboratory experiments, stories, exploration and 
free observation, presentations, cartoon classes, hiking in nature, debates, team projects, 
connection exercises and self-reflection. The children interacted with each other freely and in a 
collaborative manner, were encouraged to express their opinions, ask questions, bring into 
question challenging topics for their everyday life, such as Energy Saving, Wastewater 
Treatment, Selective Collection waste, choosing a profession, connecting with nature. They 
explored the forests around the city, its streets and elements of local history.  In each week, 
nearly 400 pupils of all ages from Schools No. 1, 2 and 3 in Râşnov participated in these 
activities. 
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Râşnov Comic Strip Club  

 
Initiated in 2014 by Mihai Grăjdeanu and Mădălina Corina Diaconu, the Râşnov Comic Strip 
Club has been hosted for three years by the SCHUBZ Center. The team of the club is made up 
of pupils from Râşnov who meet in the afternoons during the school year, as well as during the 
Jocmania festival and the Histories and Film Festival, to explore and create their own stories. 
The cartoons created by them follow the main topics of the center's activity - natural protected 
areas in the neighborhood, forest, river, local history, recycling, teamwork, connection with 
nature and the roots of the city's tradition. This year's children creations were selected for the 
Brasov Comic Strip Salon Romania in 100 comics  and were also awarded. One of the club's 
special projects in 2018 was the Story of a Tricolor Flag, which was exhibited during the 
summer in the garden of Rasnov Citadel and in the Central Square of the city.  
 

 

Children Eco-garden  

Inspired, guided and encouraged every step by Ioana Vaşoti, who volunteered the project, ten 
small gardeners worked from winter to summer in the SCHUBZ Center garden. Enlivened by 
this project where they were able to follow the seedlings to the lettuce, the children made 
weekly soil preparation, seed selection, planting, watering, weeding, observation, comparison 
and eventually harvesting. Throughout the seasons, they have directly observed the natural 
processes taking place in the garden and learned in an experimental way about more 
complicated notions such as photosynthesis, erosion, absorption. The children planted a 
vegetable garden and an aromatic herbs one for cooking and tea, and enjoyed the taste of the 
food they produced themselves. It was an outdoor school for them, as well as for their parents 
and for the students and educators who followed their activity and supported them in this 
adventure of discovery and creation. 
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Music Week  

The house that hosts the SCHUBZ Center has long been known in Râşnov as Teacher's House. 
This year, with the support of the Town Hall, the primary school and music teacher Jurgen 
Elsen, the house owner of today's generation, carried out  at SCHUBZ a week of teaching 
workshops for using music to teach primary school subjects. Thus, teachers from Râşnov and 
Braşov could experience new methods using simple musical instruments, following the model 
of German schools. The workshops included working meetings with teachers as well as 
demonstrative classes with the students of Peter Thal Gymnasium School in Râşnov. Following 
this project, the Schubz Center has a collection of percussion and string instruments that can 
be lent and used by school teachers and students in the city. 
 

The Voyage of Water – encounters with plants, animals, people and other magic 

substances  

Funded by the Braşov Community Foundation through the Science Fund - Științescu, this 
project is a joint initiative of the SCHUBZ Center and the Gymnasium School No. 3 in Râşnov. 
Our goal is to create an integrated learning experience for secondary school students, focusing 
on water and human impact on it. The project started in July 2018 and continues until February 
2019 and includes hikes for exploration of aquatic ecosystems, visits to the water purification 
station and water pollutant determinations, games and team projects as well as a water theater 
club. Thus curricular areas of biology, chemistry, ecology, civic culture and arts are covered. An 
educational package with teaching materials and the structure of the experiential lessons will 
remain in school to be used by teachers in the years to come. 
  

At the end of the project, the 75 participating 
secondary school students will take part in a debate in 
which they will present their vision of the future of the 
Ghimbăşel River in Râşnov. In this way they will be 
able to put into practice the notions and the 
experience gained in order to design concrete actions 
to improve the life in the community they live in. 
 

Within this project SCHUBZ team participated with 
water workshops at the SCIFest Festival in Brasov, as 
well as at the Science Fair organized by the Science 
Fund. 
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Responsible Consumption Days in Râșnov  

The activity started in 2017 with LIDL support through LIDL Community Grants continued this year. We 
wanted to have a place where children can experience what it means to prepare healthy food, 
according to traditional recipes, as a practical part of our responsible consumption workshop. So we 
set up a kitchen in the center and organized a week of responsible consumption workshops attended 
by students from the Peter Thal Gymnasium School in Râşnov together with pupils from the School of 
Moln, Germany. In an inter-school exchange project, children have been able to experiment how to 
prepare traditional bread at the SCHUBZ wood kiln and have discussed the differences between 
consumer and recycling behaviors in Romania and Germany. 
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SCHUBZ Photo Club  

Exploring the world of colors and forms is a passion of the children that we are trying to feed 
on during all the activities of the center. During the year 2018, a group of 12 junior 
photographers from Rasnov and Braşov, beginners or more advanced, worked to discover part 
of the secrets of expression through the lens of the camera. Voluntarily guided by 
photographer Alexandru Andrei Tănasie, the children learned techniques and methods for 
various types of photography, played during various experiences, edited and printed their own 
creations that brought beauty and novelty to the center's activity rooms. 

  

 

Jocmania Kids Festival  

At its ninth edition, this already traditional festival in Râşnov proposes to children of all ages a 
complete program, from morning to evening, for the first week of the summer holiday. This 
year as well, the experiences offered were very diverse: guided hikes in nature, molding in clay, 
creative recycling, historical reenactment, comics, cooking with natural ingredients, wood-oven 
bread, board games, outdoor games, instrumental percussion music, theater, movies, origami, 
ceramic restoration, and medieval calligraphy. During the workshops, children are involved and 
encouraged to make their own discoveries and make their own decisions. Through play and 
exploration, they become acquainted with all three elements of sustainable development as 
they are found in their lives - nature, culture and traditions as well as the local economy. 
Jocmania's workshops drew this year 2,800 participants who attended the festival free of 
charge, with the support of the Rasnov Mayoralty. 
 



Page 9 

  
Vacanța Altfel – alternative holidays in Râșnov Fortress 

In July and August, with the support of the Brasov County Council, we organized interactive 
workshops for children and adults in the Rasnov Fortress Garden, where both tourists and 
locals participated. In a historical reenactment scenery from the medieval times, they could 
experience archeology for children, engravings, traditional textile braiding, making knots, 
getting to know tools, weapons and clothing used in the Middle Ages. Thus, the over 6000 
participants were able to reconnect to the social and cultural roots of local civilizations and to 
the use of resources and balancing people's lives with nature during those times.   

 

Școala Altfel  

In 2018 we continued to organize workshops for different schools, based on requests from 
teachers, under the Scoala Altfel  program. In nature, at the center or in the schools, these 
activities followed the Center's offer of educational programs, always adapting to the needs of 
children and teachers. This year we worked with 600 children from Brasov, Vama Buzăului, 
Zărneşti, Lunca Câlnicului, Codlea, Ploieşti, Bucharest in programs about renewable energy, 
connection and exploration in the forest, water circuit in nature and responsible consumption. 
  

Workshops at SCHAEFFLER  

This year we were closer to the employees of Schaeffler Romania, one of the main supporters 
of the center's activity since the beginning. Families with children were the guests of SCHUBZ 
to experience our forest exploration program, cooking in the traditional oven and creative 
recycling workshops. The company experts participated in the Thematic Week of Professions, 
where they presented the opportunities offered to the pupils from Rasnov as a career path for 



ACTION AND CONNECTION 

Page 10 

them. Also, during the summer holidays, the team of the center participated in Schaeffler's 
Employees Day with the Water Lab and the Creative Recycling Workshop for the children 
participating in the event.  

 

EDU Wildlife – About large carnivores from Romania to Europe  

The educational project "EDU-Wildlife" is a broader partnership initiated by the SCHUBZ 
Lüneburg Center, which has been joined by educational centers and non-governmental 
organizations from Germany and Romania. The objective of the project is to generate 
knowledge by analyzing different communication strategies for large carnivores’ management 
in Europe and developing innovative educational materials on the conservation and 
acceptance of these animal species. Activities take place from August 2017 to January 2020, 
both in Germany and in Romania. 
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Using the Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) method, the project aims to raise 
awareness of the coexistence with large carnivores and deepen ESD understanding and 
practice through the development of effective educational tools. Thus, during 2018, SCHUBZ 
Romania team together with colleagues in Germany worked on designing and building two 
educational kits - Closer to Wolves and Wolves, bears and lynx - including materials, methods, 
approaches and resources for workshops with pupils on these topics. In September, 30 nature 
educators from both countries participated in a week of debates, demonstrative and creative 
sessions to prepare the use of the two kits in schools during the school year 2018-2019. In 
Romania, pupils from Râşnov were the first to enjoy the experience of the EDU Wildlife 
workshops, and in 2019 children from 30 schools in Vrancea, Braşov, Hunedoara, Zalău and 
Arad counties are going to participate in such programs. 10 wilderness clubs will be organized 
in these areas to facilitate a deeper understanding of the subject by children and explore the 
relationship between humans and large carnivores. The Romanian Partners of the SCHUBZ 
Center in this project are :  Piatra Craiului National Park Administration,  Association for the 
Conservation of Biological Diversity, Zarand Association, ProPark Foundation for Protected 
Areas, Romanian Wilderness Society.  

 

 

Events hosted by  SCHUBZ în 2018 

 Service Learning training session for New Horizons Foundation's teachers and club leaders 
•     Summer School and concerts from   Râşnov Histories and Film Festival 2018  
•     Study tour of Leuphana University students from Lüneburg 



ACTION AND CONNECTION 

Page 12 

 

 

Media  

Stiintescu Project Voyage of Water  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L17w9rquHaw,  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-0J7EoxlKE 
 
Radio România Cultural: https://radioromaniacultural.ro/audio-fondul-stiintescu-la-
rasnov/?fbclid=IwAR1oiOF33l4PRFPZ37B4TaYy9oeeTPnqdFBDNVe0951_AVxqYF5TxxnPh64 
 
About Nature Education with Luminița Tănasie: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-uxRjmQZzM  

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L17w9rquHaw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L17w9rquHaw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-0J7EoxlKE
https://radioromaniacultural.ro/audio-fondul-stiintescu-la-rasnov/?fbclid=IwAR1oiOF33l4PRFPZ37B4TaYy9oeeTPnqdFBDNVe0951_AVxqYF5TxxnPh64
https://radioromaniacultural.ro/audio-fondul-stiintescu-la-rasnov/?fbclid=IwAR1oiOF33l4PRFPZ37B4TaYy9oeeTPnqdFBDNVe0951_AVxqYF5TxxnPh64
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-uxRjmQZzM
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In 2018 a whole team contributed to the  activities of SCHUBZ Romania: 

 Mădălina Corina Diaconu  
 Mihai Dragomir 
 Jurgen Elsen 
 Florentina Florescu  
 Mihai Ionuț Grăjdean 
 Bogdan Ionescu  
 Nicoleta Ionescu 
 Cristina Petric 
 Hana Pop and Petru Pop 
 Luminița Tănasie 
 Alexandru Andrei Tănasie  
 Daniel Secărescu 
 Cristina and Viorel Tieran 
 Ioana Vașoti 
 Cristina Voicu  
 Team of the Brașov History Museum 
 Little Bees Theatre Company 

Photographs: Daniel Secărescu, Mihai Dragomir, Florentina Florescu, Ioana Vașoti, Mădălina Corina 
Diaconu, Bogdan Ionescu, Schubz Center.  

You can discover more on our webpage 
http://schubz.ro/en/  

https://www.facebook.com/schubz.rasnov/  

SCHUBZ Romania – Râsnov Education Center I.L. Caragiale Street  no 7, Râșnov, Brașov County, Romania,5400. 
info@schubz.ro Tel: 0727 642 858 

Financial  resources 
236 300 lei

Brașov County Council

Schaeffler Romania

Lidl Community Grant

Râșnov Mayoralty

DBU

Școala Altfel Workshops

http://schubz.ro/en/
https://www.facebook.com/schubz.rasnov/
mailto:info@schubz.ro

